
VECTOR ART GUIDE

Starting Image

Vectorized by  
a program

Redrawn 
manually

Gradients

Low resolution and not sharp. 

Vector art but retains all imperfections. 

Vector art and sharp.  

Strips of color. Not a smooth transition.  

Can’t all images be vectorized by a  
program quickly? 
The answer is yes, it could. However, if the image 
is small, low resolution and not sharp, the program 
doesn’t know what needs to be smooth or not and 
it retains all the imperfections of the image. This 
causes major issues when turning it into a stencil. 
Due to the imperfections, the machine will not be 
able to cut it correctly.

Are all .EPS and .AI type files vector? 
No. In certain instances an image saved as an .EPS 
or .AI (vector) file doesn’t mean the image was con-
verted to vector. It is still a raster image that cannot 
be scaled properly. The image has to be converted 
to vector from raster form. 

Can gradients be turned into vector?
When gradients get turned into vector, the colors 
get separated by shade, making strips of color, not 
a smooth color transition. In that case, the outer 
shape needs to be redrawn and color be added 
after, if needed. 

Vector art is preferred. If they do not have vector 
art, try to get as large and high resolution of an 
image as possible. This will greatly expedite the 
turn-around time.

A flat fee of $50 will be added if Pioneer needs 
to redraw art.
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